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Background

• Funded via the UKRI open 

call on COVID-19 (Economic 

and Social Research 

Council)

• Team from Leeds and 

University College London

• Aiming to reduce the crime 

harms of the pandemic

• www.covid19-crime.com

• 3 publication series

http://www.covid19-crime.com/


Mobility theory of crime in the pandemic

• Lockdown, social distancing 

• Increased remote working, 

schooling, leisure, shopping

• Many crime types decline due to 

reduced mobility

• But for burglary: 

• mobility increases in residential

areas; 

• increased daytime guardianship

• increased surveillance

• offenders more 

conspicuous; smaller stolen 

goods market  



England and Wales – Mobility

(Google covid-19 mobility report)

Residential area 

mobility increased

25% in April

• Work at home

• Home schooling

• Local exercise

• Online leisure



England and Wales: Six-months in 
(Langton et al. 2021. recorded burglaries)

Expected

Actual

Per 10k

pop

Burglary per 10k population
Burglary % change relative to 

expected

% 



Between 1 and 

3% decline in 

recorded 

burglary for each 

1% increase in 

residential area 

mobility

England and Wales 2020: residential



Denmark – mobility
(Google covid-19 mobility report)

Residential area 

mobility increased

~15% in April

• Slightly less dramatic across-

the-board



Recorded residential burglary, Denmark 1995-2020
by quarter

Decline in 2020 

exceeds that 

of previous 

trend



Denmark in 2020 by quarter

• Residential 

mobility increase

• Burglary decline 

20-40% 

• Both mobility and 

burglary change 

less dramatic than 

E&W

• Consistent with 

mobility theory of 

crime in pandemic 

mobility

burglary



Conclusions 

• Burglary decrease 

consistent with reduced 

crime opportunities

• Decline since 2001 due to 

household security

• Pandemic 2020 decline due to 

increased guardianship

• Lockdown increased remote 

working, school and leisure

• Increased home occupancy, 

guardianship, surveillance

• Effects less pronounced when 

movement less restricted
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